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Fact Sheet  

Calculating how many people participate* in a sport  
is an effective way of measuring its health. 

The Tennis Health Index (above and over) collates and 
compares all the available independent tennis data from  
(base year) 1997 up to and including 2005, to produce  
a snapshot of the state of tennis participation in Australia. 

Statistics and data used in the calculation of the Tennis  
Health Index – total registered members, total tennis ball 
imports, total attendances and total racquet units sold  
– are also contained within this fact sheet. 

* For the purposes of this study, participation is defined as all forms of active  

involvement in tennis, be it as a competitor (of any standard), a social player, someone 

who plays for fitness, a tennis coach, official, volunteer, administrator or spectator.

Tennis Health Index 1997-2005

Health Index

This Tennis Health Check fact 

sheet, and the Tennis Health 

Index contained within, provide 

statistics and benchmarks for tennis 

participation rates in Australia.  

Tennis Heal+h Check



+Tennis Health Index

The Tennis Health Index collates data on four key indicators of participation growth: total registered members, total 
tennis ball imports, total attendances and number of racquets sold, averaging the performance of these four measures.

In 2005, the Tennis Health Index improved by 7 per cent over 2004 with growth in racquet sales, ball imports and 
tournament attendances, but little change in the number of registered players.

Tennis Health Index 1997-2005

Overall the Tennis Health Index grew 7%  
in 2005 over 2004.

+Tennis Clubs and Players

Tennis Australia’s eight state/territory tennis bodies – the Member Associations (MAs) – are responsible for 
implementing Tennis Australia’s initiatives. Both tennis clubs and their individual members pay a registration  
fee for affiliation to their local MA. 

After gradually increasing over a period of six years, the number of affiliated clubs (2,056) and registered  
players (225,763) has been fairly static since 2003.

Affiliated Clubs/Centres, Associations and Registered Members

In 2005 there were 2,056 affiliated tennis 
clubs and 225,763 registered members.

+Equipment Sales & Imports

Tennis ball imports and racquet sales are both good indicators of participation. 

Following a decline in 2004, the value of tennis ball imports recovered in 2005 to $5,653,589. Tennis racquet 
sales also showed a good recovery, totaling 16,563 units in 2005, following a decline in the previous two years.Tennis Ball Imports

Tennis ball imports and racquet sales both  
increased from 2004 to 2005.



Tennis Racquet Imports Annual Racquet Sales ($)

+Equipment Sales & Imports cont.

Total Attendances for the Australian Open and Road to the Australian Open Tournaments

+Tournament Attendance 788, 403 spectators attended Road to the Australian 
Open tournaments, a 2.5% increase on 2005.

Annual Total Summer Circuit Attendance

+Davis Cup

Attendance at home Davis Cup ties is variable, depending on venue size, stature of the 
opposing team and the round being contested.

In 2005, Australia staged two home Davis Cup ties with 21,000 fans watching the Aussies 
take on Austria in Sydney and 24,000 attending the Sydney tie against Argentina in July.

21,000 fans watched the Optus Australian Davis 
Cup team take on Austria in Sydney in March 2005.

The Road to the Australia Open* series of tournaments provides players with a lead-in 
to the year’s first Grand Slam event. 

A total of 788,403 spectators attended tennis tournaments in Australia in December and 
January, representing a 2.5 per cent rise on 2005. 

The attendance record for the Australian Open was broken again in 2006, the 
tournament attracting 550,550 spectators – the highest ever total attendance for any  
 

Grand Slam and the seventh-successive year that the tournament has broken  
the half-million visitors milestone. 

The number of fans visiting www.AustralianOpen.com increased by 45 per cent  
to 4.2-million and a record 6,107 hours of televised action was broadcast to 192  
territories globally reaching 649-million homes.

*We include figures from the 2006 Road to the Australian Open in addition to the other  

years because the events have already taken place.



+Sporting Participation

Tennis is the fifth most popular form of recreation, exercise and sport in Australia with 689,000 men  
and 634,000 women playing. 

According to the Australian Sports Commission’s most recent study (2004) 1.3-million people aged  
15 years and over play tennis – 8.4 per cent. 

Tennis is most popular with the 25 to 34-year-old age group, 303,000 playing annually (ASC).

Tennis maintained its position as the second most popular activity during the winter months,  
23 per cent of the population aged 15 years and over participating (Sweeny).

Tennis Participation

1.3-million Australians play tennis annually.

Number of Tennis Australia Endorsed Coaching Agency Registered Coaches*

Annual Frequency of Tennis Participation

Most Popular Activities 2001-2004 15 Years and Over

NB
Data sources for the Tennis Australia Health Check Fact Sheet include the International Tennis Federation (ITF), 
the Australian Sports Commission (ASC), the Sweeney Sports Report, Tennis Australia’s Member Associations, 
the Australian Sporting Goods Association and the Australian Bureau of Statistics.

NB: The ITF, ASC and Sweeney Sports Report all use different definitions of players with respect to variables 
including age group interviewed and frequency of play.  
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